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Inefficient Products

Conventional 
Efficiency Products
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The Basics

National 
standards set 
minimum 
allowable 
efficiency for 
manufacture 
and import.

State 
efficiency 
standards 
apply to sale 
of products

Minimum efficiency 
standards

100%

50%

0%



Why Efficiency Standards?

• Fix market failures

– Eliminate hidden second price tag

– Make efficiency a function, not a feature

– Accelerate innovation
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Eliminate Hidden Second Price Tag
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$$$ $



Make Efficiency a Function, not a 

Feature
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Accelerate Innovation
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US Federal Energy Efficiency 

Standards

• DOE standards now cover about 55 products 

from battery chargers to water heaters.

• DOE introduced more efficiency standards under 

President Obama than under any other 

administration

– 43 new or updated standards for refrigerators to light bulbs, 
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State Standards Matter
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Vermont Energy Efficiency 

Standards
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• Vermont has had standards since 2006

– Title 9: Chapter 74 covered transformers, boilers, 

power supplies, and some lighting

• All 2006 Vermont standards subsequently pre-

empted by federal standards in 2007

• ASAP’s model legislation updates and expands 

this record



ASAP Model Bill Objectives

• Implement new, common-sense, efficiency 

standards

• Support EISA “backstop” requirement for 

light bulbs

• Protect against Congress’s effort to repeal 

ALL national standards
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Products in 2017 Model Bill

• Computers and monitors (CEC)

• Lighting

– “High CRI” linear fluorescent lamps

– Deep dimming fluorescent ballasts (CEC)

– Small diameter directional lamps (CEC)

• Plumbing products (CEC and WaterSense)

– faucets, urinals, water closets

• Portable electric spas (CEC and pool and spa assoc)

• Commercial hot food holding cabinets (EnergyStar)

• Water dispensers (EnergyStar)
12



Support EISA Backstop 

Requirements
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• 45 Lumens Per Watt 

it’s not just a good 

idea, it’s the law!



Back up Federal Standards

Provision in the model bill: 

• IF Congress repeals or withdraws federal 

standards

• THEN current federal standards become 

state standards
(Note: California routinely adopts federal standards as state 

standards)
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Contact Info

Chris Granda

Senior Researcher/Analyst

802-922-7005

cgranda@standardsasap.org

www.appliance-standards.org

To sign up for the ASAP newsletter (3-4 issues/year) click here
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